442                      Sonore de Balzac.
aiid declared that I quitted the capital; after which I installed myself and live here at Sevres. Therefore take note that after you receive this letter you must address your letters to "Monsieur Surville, rue de la Ville-d'Avray, Sevres, Seine-et-Oise," for I must receive rny letters under that name for some mouths to come, so that my address may not be known at the post-office, partly for secret reasons (which are Werdet's failure, and the pursuit which I must endure till I can earn the money to pay up my indorsements), and partly to escape the great quantity of letters with which unknown men and women overwhelm me.
I have bought here a bit of ground containing some forty rods, on which my brother-in-law is going to build me a tiny house, where I shall henceforth live until my fortune is made, or where I shall remain forever if I stay a beggar.    When it is built, and I am in it, -which will be in January nest, I will let you know, and you can then write to me under my own name, and put the address of my poor hermitage, which is uLes Jardies," the name of the piece of ground on which I hang like a worm on a green leaf.    Land about Paris is so parcelled out that I had to negotiate with three peasants to collect this lot of forty rods, and a rod contains only seventeen square feet.    I am here at a distance which allows im>, to go and come from Paris in two hours.    I can go to the theatre and sleep at home.    I am in Paris without being there.    There are neither heavy taxes nor tolls; living is cheaper, and the day when I can make sure of having a thousand francs a mouth for myself I can have a carriage.    And finally, I escape that perpetual inquisition which publishes every step I take and every word I say.    I  shall  neither see  nor  receive any one.    Tlum instead of spending twenty thousand francs with other people where I may lodge, I shall spend them on my own home, and nothing shall ever get me out of that.    You